
 

FALL 2011/PHIL 740 
Seminar in Philosophical  Texts:  

Nāgārju na’s  Mū lamadhyama kakā rikā  
 
 

Instru ctor : Rajam RAGHUNATHAN 
Office: Sak B-304 
Emai l: rajam@hawaii.edu 
Office Hour s: T 10:30-11:30am; R 8:00-9:00am; or by appointment 
             
 
CO URSE DESCRIPTIO N: 
 
This course will focus on a close, critical reading of the foundational text of Madhyamaka, 
Nāgārjuna’s Mūlamadhyamakakārikā (MMK) along with some of its classical commentaries and 
contemporary interpretations. 
 
 
STUDENT LEARNING O BJECTIVES/CO URSE O BJECTIVES: 
 

o Analyze and evaluate the philosophical arguments of MMK  
o Critically approach the structure of the text in conversation with classical  

commentators and contemporary  
o Cultivate the philosophical skills necessary to interpret and to critically engage with 

primary philosophical texts in translation.  
o Write clear and cogent essays on philosophical topics in Buddhist philosophy. 

 
 
CO URSE T EXT S: 
 
Require d Te xts:  
 
1.  Bhāviveka.  Bhāviveka and His Buddhist Opponents: Chapters 4 and 5 of the verses on the 
Heart of the Middle Way with the commentary entitled The Flame of Reason.  Ed. Trans.  
Malcolm David Eckel.  Harvard Oriental Series.  Cambridge, MA: Harvard Department of 
Sanskrit and Indian Studies, 2009 
 
2.  Garfield, Jay.  Fundamental Wisdom of the Middle Way.  USA: OUP, 1995. 
 
3.  Garfield, Jay.  Pointing at the Moon.  Buddhism, Logic and Analytic Philosophy.  USA: OUP, 
2009. 
 
4.  Kalupahana, David.  Mūlamadhyamakakārikā of Nāgārjuna:  The Philosophy of the Middle 
Way.  Delhi: MLBD, 2006. 
 
5.  Siderits, Mark.  Buddhism as  Philosophy.  Indianapolis: Hackett, 2007. 
 
6.  Walser, Joseph.  Nāgārjuna in Context: Mahayāna Buddhism and Early Indian Culture.  New 
York: CUP, 2005. 
 
7.  Westerhoff, Jan.  Nāgārjuna's Madhyamaka.  USA: OUP, 2009. 
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8.  Westerhoff, Jan.  The Dispeller of Disputes: Nāgārjuna's Vigrahavyāvārtani.  USA: OUP, 2010. 
 
 
ASSESSMENT 
1) Regular atten dan ce with active par ticip ation, pre sen tation , an d wee kly 
reading n otes (50%) 
You must come to class prepared—having done your reading and ready to discuss what you 
have read and to ask and answer questions about it.  If you are unprepared on more than one 
occasion, you will be asked to drop the seminar.   
 
You are also expected to make at least one in-class presentation of the material covered for a 
particular week.  In the presentation, you must (1) present the argument of the text and 
relevant background (2) evaluate—criticize or defend—the argument you are presenting and (3)  
suggest questions relevant to understanding and further discussing the material. You must 
prepare and distribute a handout for your presentation.   
 
At least one page and no more than three pages of notes on the assigned weekly reading must 
be submitted to the class dropbox in .pdf form before the beginning of that week’s class.  Notes 
should contain questions about the reading, topics or passages for further consideration, and 
discussion and/or critique of arguments, passages and sections of the readings that are of 
philosophical interest to you.  Every week, one student must post a condensed version (one 
page) of her or his notes on the class website (www.philosophy740.wordpress.com) and make 
them available for comment by the class.  Students are required to submit a comment on the 
website on these notes.  Guidelines for evaluating comments are included at the end of the 
course outline.   
 
 
2) Paper (50%) 
One paper of 20-25 pages based on a topic of your choice, cleared with your instructor.  You 
may wish to present an outline of the paper and list of sources that you will consult.  The 
submission of a first draft of the paper for critical feedback is encouraged.  Dates for the 
submission of first and final drafts will be provided.  You will informally present the topic of 
your final paper to the class on the last day of classes. 
  
 
Failure to deliver any assignment on time will entail a grade deduction:. Assignments not submitted 
within one week from the due date are considered failed performances. Re-writes are encouraged. They 
need to be turned in no later than one week after the instructor returned the original paper. 
 
All papers need to be paginated. Quotations and sources used are to be referenced. Web sources 
consulted have to be attached to papers. Book titles and foreign terms are to be italicized. 
Please, avoid sexist language. For bibliography and footnotes follow instructions in MLA 
Handbook. While students may send their papers as an attachment in order to meet the 
deadline, they are expected to provide the instructor with a hard copy. The instructor will not 
print out any e-mailed papers. 
 
PLAGIARISM includes but is not limited to submitting, in fulfillment of an academic 
requirement, any work that has been copied in whole or in part from another individual's work 
without attributing that borrowed portion to the individual; neglecting to identify as a 
quotation another's idea and particular phrasing that was not assimilated into the student's 
language and style or paraphrasing a passage so that the reader is misled as to the source; 
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submitting the same written or oral or artistic material in more than one course without 
obtaining authorization from the instructors involved; or "drylabbing," which includes 
obtaining and using experimental data and laboratory write-ups from other sections of a 
course or from previous terms. (The University of Hawai’i Student Conduct Code) 
 
Any student who plagiarizes in this course will receive a failing grade and will be referred to 
the Dean of Students. To keep out of harm’s way in this area cite your sources and when you 
quote use quotation marks. 
 
DISA BILIT Y STATEMENT 
 
If you feel you need reasonable accommodations because of the impact of a disability, please (i) 
contact the KOKUA Program, room 013, QLCSS, 956-7511 or 956-7612; (ii) speak with me 
privately to discuss your specific needs.  I will be happy to work with you and the KOKUA 
Program to meet your access needs related to your documented disability.  
 
CO URSE CALENDAR A ND REA DING A SSIGNMENTS 
(T he In str u ctor  r eser ves th e r ight  to  ch ang e t his sc h ed ule i f  r eq uir ed. )  
 
Part 1 .   The Historical Rh ythms of  a Bu ddhist  Text Tr adition (2 weeks) 
-Walser 
-Sideri ts 
 
Part 2 .   Re ading MMK  
-Garfield Tr anslation 
-Kalup ah an a Tr anslation 
-We sterh off  Book 
 
Part 3 .   Re ading VV 
-We sterh off  
 
Part 4 .   Bh āviveka 
-Ecke l Trans. (pr ovide d) 
 
Part 5 .   Can drakīr ti   
-Sprung Tr an s. (provided) 
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PHIL 740 Handout 1:  Historical  Background 
 
Periodiz at ion(?) 
[Halbfass, W. India and Europe.  (SUNY: 1988); King, Richard.  Indian Philosophy: An Introduction to 
Hindu and Buddhist Thought.  (GUP: 1999); Matilal, B.K.  “On the Concept of Philosophy in India.”  
Mind, Language and World.  Ed. Ganeri (OUP: 2002) 
 
Vedi c P er iod (1500 BCE-500/400BCE, roughly) 
Vedas 
Upaniṣads 
 
Epic Per iod  (300BCE-300CE ± 200 years) 
Epics (Rāmāyana and Mahābhārata) 
Bhagavadgīta (Mahābhārata) 
 
Cla ssic al P eriod  (250 CE- present); (17th century) 
“Heterodox”—Buddhist/Jain/Materialist—Philosophical Systems 
“Orthodox” Hindu Philosophical Systems (Foundational Texts and Commentaries) 
 Vedānta-s 
 Non-dualism, Qualified non-dualism, Dualism 
 
 
 
 
The Six Syste ms (?) 3 pairs 
 
1) Sāṃkhyā-Yoga 
2) Nyāya-Vaiśeṣika 
3) Mīmāṃsā-Vedanta 
 
 
 
 
Text Tradition s 
 
Orthodox 
1) Sāṃkhyā: Sāṃkhyākārika attributed to Īśvarakṛṣṇa 
2) Yoga: Yogasūtra  attributed to Patañjali 
3) Vaiśeṣika:  Vaiśeṣikasūtra attributed to Vyomaśiva 
4) Nyāya: Nyāyasūtra attributed to Akṣapāda Gotama 
5) Mīmāṃsā: Mīmāṃsāsūtra attributed to Jaimini 
6) Vedānta: Brahmasūtra attributed to Bādarāyana 
 
Heterodox 
7) Buddhist 
8) Jain 
9) Materialist 
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Madhyamaka1 in India 
 
1  Early Ph ase , For mation 
 
Nāgār jun a (2nd CE) [see below] 
Mūlamadhyamakakārikā 
 1.  Ār yade va [Nāg ār jun a’s student, Catuḥṣataka] 
 2.  Commentators on MMK: 
  Bu ddhapā l ita (470-540) [‘Vṛtti’] 
  Bh āvive ka (500-570) [‘Prajñāpradīpa’] 
  Can dr akīrt i  (600-650) [‘Prasannapadā’] (follower of Buddhap ā l ita) 
 
Āryadeva  
Catuḥśataka 
 
Rahulabh adr a 
Prajñāpāramitāstotra 
Hymn to the Saddharmapunṇḍarīka 
* Some link with the Tathāgatagarbha 
 
2.   Middle Ph ase , Systematiz ation 
 
Bu ddhapā l ita (470-540) 
Mūlamadhyamakavṛtti (T) 
 Prāsaṅgika interpretation of Madhyamaka which is critical of Dignāga’s pramāṇa 
framework. 
 
Kamb ala (525?) 
Ālokamālā 
 1.  Assimilation of Madhyamaka to Yogācāra.   
  
Bh āvive ka (500-570) [Southern India] 
Prajñāpradīpa  
 1.  Svātāntrikas made use of the pramāṇa-theoretic framework of Dign āg a.  He is 
critical of Bu ddh ap āl ita , and of Sāṃkhya, Vaiśeṣika, Nirgrantha (Jaina) and Abhidharmika 
views. 
 2.  Bh āvaviveka is criticized by the Yogācārins, Sthiramati (510-570, of the 
‘Vallabhi’ school) and Dh ar map āla (530-561, of the ‘Nālanda’ school). 
 3.  Commentary: composed by Avalokitavr ata (7th c. CE, South India)  
Madhyamakahṛdayakārikā (MHK) 
 Tarkajvāla (auto-commentary on the MHK) 
 
Can dr akīrt i  (600-650)  
Madhyamaka-avatāra  
 1.  An introduction to Madhyamaka composed before the Prasannapadā 
Prasannapadā-madhyamaka-vṛtti 

                                                
1  Terminology.  ‘Madhyamaka’ can refer to (1.)  Madhyamaka = the name of a philosophical text 
tradition, often translated as the ‘middle way.’  The ‘middle’ way (often) refers to the way between the 
extremes of eternalism (śāśvatavāda) and nihilism (ucchedavāda); (2.) Mādhyamika = a supporter of 
Madhyamaka; (3.)  It is, to the best of my knowledge, not clear if the term can refer to institutions. 
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 1.  Prāsaṅgika, critical of Bhāvavive ka 
 
Jñ ān ag arbh a (700-750) 
Satvadvayavibhaṅga 
 Satvadvayavibhaṅgavṛtti 
 1.  Critical of Dhar map āla (530-561), discusses the views of Sthir amati (510-570) and 
Deve ndr abu ddhi (630-690) 
 2.  Commentary: Śāntar akṣi ta,  Satvadvayavibhaṅga-pañjikā 
 
Śāntide va (700-750) 
Bodhicaryāvatāra 
 1.  Commentary: Pr ajñ ākar amati , Bodhicaryāvatāra-pañjikā 
Śikṣasāmuccaya 
 
Śāntar akṣi ta (730-784) 
Tattvasaṃgraha (TS) 
 1.  Commentary: K amalaś ī la, Tattvasaṃgraha-pañjikā 
Madhyamakālaṃkāra 
  1.  Commentary: K amalaś ī la Madhyamakālaṃkāra-pañjikā 
Satvadvayavibhaṅga-pañjikā 
 
Kamalaś ī la (740-795) 
Tattvasaṃgraha-pañjikā 
Madhyamakālaṃkāra-pañjikā 
Madhyamakāloka 
Bhāvanākrama 
 
3.  Final Ph ase 
 
Haribh adra (750-800) 
 
Pr ajñ ākar amati (950-1000) 
Bodhicaryāvatārapañjikā 
Abhisamayalaṅkārapiṇḍārtha 
 
Ratn ākaraśānti (970-1055) 
Madhyamakālaṃkāravṛtti 
Triyānavyavasthāna 
Prajñāpāramita-upadeśa 
Sūtrasamuccayabhāṣya-ratnālokālaṅkāra 
Antarvyāptisamarthana 
 
Dīp aṅ kar aśr ī jñ ān a/Atī śa (982-1054) 
 
Jayān an da (1050-1100) 
Wrote a commentary on Candrakīrti’s Madhyamakāvatāra; only Indian commentary still extant. 
 
Abhayākar agup ta (1100) 
Munimtālaṅkāra 
  
Vibhu ticandr a (1200) 
Bodhicaryāvatāratātparyapañjikā-viśeṣadyotan 


